
Cream City�» Short Takes

by Candace Doyle   |   photography by  Jessica Kaminski

Peak Performance

The presidential election may be a hard act to follow, but 
11 performance artists will give it their all to upstage the 
candidates on Nov. 4.

As part of My Vote Performs, the artists will set their stag-
es at 12 of the city of Milwaukee’s 15 polling places during 
the time when voting is expected to be at its height. The 
five- to 10-minute performance nonpartisan art pieces to 
be presented every half hour will be about citizenship and 
voting, and include dance, recorded sound, original music, 
puppetry, video, interactive sculpture and storytelling. 

The $36,000 idea, which received the blessing of the 
Government Accountability Board and the Milwaukee Elec-
tions Commission, as well as $10,000 from the Wisconsin 
Arts Board, is to entertain voters waiting in line to cast their 
ballots for president. Fund-raising efforts continue.

The idea is the brainchild of John Loscuito, the Haggerty 
Museum of Art’s registrar, who founded My Vote Performs 
with fellow Glendale resident Pegi Taylor, a past Milwau-
kee Institute of Art and Design teacher. “We need to cel-
ebrate voting,” Taylor says, noting that it’s the first event of 
its kind in the United States.

My Vote Performs is an offshoot of another arts pro-
gram, IN:SITE, that Taylor founded with Amy Mangrich, 
UW-Milwaukee art teacher and founding member of the 
Milwaukee Artist Resource Network. IN:SITE started in May 
2006 and brings temporary installation art into urban neigh-
borhoods in Milwaukee County. “We are in many ways 
interested in bringing art to people who don’t always have 
access to art,” Taylor says. “I care about art that can’t be 
bought and sold.”

IN:SITE’s public art has graced Milwaukee’s Bay View 
neighborhood and the Sherman Park and West Vliet Street 
areas. A property at North 39th Street and West North Av-
enue has a mural that changed as the artist interacted with 
residents. And mounted on the outside of the otherwise 
“bland” Sherman Park Community Association building is 
a stained-glass design. “All of a sudden, people are seeing 
that building in a way they never saw before,” Taylor says. 
“Temporary public art can create a sense of surprise. It’s 
going to awaken people’s visual acuity.”
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Pegi Taylor (foreground) is shown here in the 
lobby of Centennial Hall of Central Library, 
one of the polling sites for My Vote Performs, 
with lead artist Jill Sebastian (back right) and 
Central Library Director Joan Johnson. For 
her project, Sebastian used pictures of the 
Ione sculpture to create an animated video 
about the suffragettes in Wisconsin.


